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that there is any ethical principle in this world that can be
regarded as absolute and admitting of no exception what-
ever. The maxim "Ahimsa is the highest or the supreme
duty" embodies a great and cardinal truth but it does not
cover the entire sum of human duties. Whilst therefore what
you have termed "non-violent killing" may be a right thing it
cannot be described as ahimsa.
I am of opinion that just as life is subject to constant change
and development, the meanings of terms too are constantly
undergoing a process of evolution and this can be amply proved
by illustrations from the history of any religion. The word yajna
or sacrifice in the Hindu religion for instance is an illustration in
point. Sir J. C. Bose's discoveries are today revolutionizing the
accepted connotations of biological terms. Similarly if we will
fully realize ahimsa we may not fight shy of discovering fresh
implications of the doctrine of ahimsa. We cannot improve upon
the celebrated maxim, "Ahimsa is the highest or the supreme duty93
but we are bound, if we would retain our spiritual inheritance,
to explore the implications of this great and universal doctrine.
But I am not particular about names. I do not mind whether
the taking of life in the circumstances I have mentioned is called
ahimsa or not, so long as its correctness is conceded.
Another poser mentioned by this friend is as follows:
I have been unable to follow you in your description of the imagi-
nary killing of your daughter in the hypothetical circumstances described
by you.1 It may be right to kill the ruffian in such a case, but what fault
has the poor daughter committed? Would you regard the pollution of the
poor victim as a disgrace to be avoided by death? Don't you think that in
such circumstances even if the poor girl for fear of public ignominy
and shame begs to be put out of life, it would be your duty to dissuade
her from her wish? As for me, I do not see the slightest difference bet-
ween a case of dishonour, rape, and a case in which one has had
one's limbs cut off by force.
My reason for putting my daughter to death in circum-
stances mentioned by me would not be that I feared her being pot-
luted but that she herself would have wished death if she could
express her desire. If my daughter wanted to be put out of life
because she was afraid of public scandal and criticism I would
certainly try to dissuade her from her wish. I would take her life
only if I was absolutely certain that she would wish it. I know
* Vide " The Fiery Ordeal", 30-9-1928.